Daily Devotionals — May 17, 2025

o o Day 1: Light That Can’t Be Hidden

(] Scripture:
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.”
—Matthew 5:14 (NIV)

Reflection:
Jesus doesn’t ask us to become light—He declares that we already are. When His Spirit lives
within us, we carry light that the world desperately needs. Not a spotlight that draws attention
to ourselves, but a steady, guiding glow that helps others see. The thing about light is, it always
shows up. It doesn’t argue. It doesn’t boast. It just shines. Sometimes we hide our faith, afraid
it’s not enough. But Jesus says, don’t hide what God has made visible. Let your life—your
kindness, your patience, your presence—shine with the light of heaven.

I Story:

Tom never preached a sermon, never led a Bible study, never spoke much in church. But he
showed up early every Sunday to unlock the doors, adjust the thermostat, and place bulletins in
every pew. No one asked him—he just did it. One morning, a guest mentioned how peaceful the
sanctuary felt. “l don’t know why,” she said. But the regulars did. Tom’s quiet faith had filled the
space before anyone arrived. He never asked for credit. But his light was impossible to miss.

» a Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for calling me light, even when | don’t feel like | shine. Help me trust that Your
Spirit in me is enough. Let me live in a way that guides others gently toward You. Keep me from
hiding my faith out of fear or doubt. Let my life be a quiet, steady light that reveals Your love to
everyone | meet. Amen.

o« Day 2: Built to Bless

(] Scripture:

“Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which | have carried you into exile. Pray to the
Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”

—Jeremiah 29:7 (NIV)

Reflection:
God’s people didn’t expect to be in exile, and they certainly didn’t plan to stay. But even in an
unfamiliar place, God gave them a mission: bless where you are. Don’t just wait for better
days—plant, pray, and serve right now. Sometimes we long for different circumstances, but God
calls us to be present, not passive. Wherever you are today—your home, your job, your town—



you’ve been planted there with purpose. Seek its peace. Work for its good. When you serve
your community, you’re participating in God’s quiet restoration of the world.

I Story:

Dana used to complain about her neighborhood. The sidewalks were cracked, the park was
overgrown, and few neighbors spoke to each other. But one day, instead of venting, she picked
up a trash bag and cleaned the corner lot. Then she organized a Saturday cleanup with a few
others. A year later, there were flowers in that once-abandoned space—and conversations
happening across fences. “It still isn’t perfect,” she said, “but it feels more like home.” Dana
hadn’t moved—she had just chosen to bless the place she was.

s o Prayer:

God, help me to stop waiting for better places or easier seasons. Open my eyes to the needs
around me right now. Teach me to pray for my city, my neighborhood, and even the places | find
difficult. Give me the courage to be a blessing where I’'m planted. May Your peace begin with
me. Amen.

o« Day 3: Meant for the Stand

(] Scripture:

“Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house.”

—Matthew 5:15 (NIV)

Reflection:
Lamps are designed for one thing: to give light. Covering them makes no sense—and yet how
often do we cover what God has put inside us? Maybe it’s fear. Maybe it’s doubt. But Jesus
reminds us that we’re not meant to be hidden. Your faith, your love, your presence—it’s meant
to be seen and shared. A lamp doesn’t light the whole city—but it does light the room it’s in. So
start there. Let your life brighten the space you’ve been placed in. God doesn’t need you to
shine everywhere—just faithfully where you are.

I Story:

Miguel didn’t think of himself as particularly “spiritual.” He just made great pancakes every
Saturday for the neighborhood kids. It started with two boys from across the street and turned
into a porch full of laughter, syrup, and stories. One mother eventually asked, “Why do you do
this?” Miguel shrugged. “Because God gave me a griddle and a porch,” he said. That was
enough. No spotlight—just a lamp on its stand.

» a Prayer:

Lord, forgive me when | hide what You've given me. Help me live with open hands and visible
love. Let me be a steady light in the places You’ve placed me. | don’t need to do it all—1 just
need to shine faithfully where You’ve called me. Use my light, Lord. Amen.
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o o Day 4: Serving Like the Savior

(] Scripture:
“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve...”
—Mark 10:45 (NIV)

Reflection:
Jesus had every right to demand service—and yet He knelt to wash feet. The King of Kings chose
the towel over the throne. He shows us that greatness in the kingdom isn’t about titles—it’s
about servanthood. When we serve others, especially in unseen ways, we are walking in His
footsteps. Serving may not feel glamorous. It may go unnoticed. But God sees it. And when we
serve, we reflect the very heart of Jesus.

I Story:

Lucille quietly folded bulletins at church every Friday. She prayed over each one. No one asked
her to. Most people didn’t know she did it. One Sunday, a man lingered after worship and said,
“I've been coming here broken for weeks. Today, the prayer on the back of the bulletin hit me
right where | needed it.” He never knew Lucille had chosen that prayer. But God did. And so did
the Spirit who meets people in quiet places.

s o Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for showing me what real leadership looks like. Teach me to serve without
needing praise. Let my hands reflect Yours—ready to bless, heal, and lift others. Use my small
acts of love to do something eternal. Amen.

o« Day 5: Shine Anyway

(] Scripture:

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.”

—Matthew 5:16 (NIV)

Reflection:
Letting your light shine doesn’t mean showing off. It means showing up. It means choosing
kindness when you’re tired, compassion when others don’t notice, and doing good simply
because God is good. You won’t always get thanked. People may not always respond the way
you hoped. But you weren’t called to shine for applause—you were called to shine so others
might see God. Your deeds become a reflection, not of your greatness, but of His glory.

I Story:

Sam volunteered at the food pantry every Thursday, even after retirement. One day, a young
woman asked him why he kept coming. “You’re not paid,” she said. Sam smiled. “l don’t need to
be. I've been fed by God in more ways than | can count. This is just me saying thank you.” The



woman came back the next week—not just for food, but to help. Sam’s light had lit something
in her too.

» o Prayer:

God, help me to keep shining—even when no one notices. Even when I’'m weary. Even when |
don’t see results. Let my life be a reflection of Your love, so that someone might see You in me
and want to know more. Amen.

o« Day 6: Peace in the Planting

(] Scripture:
“Build houses and settle down... plant gardens and eat what they produce.”
—Jeremiah 29:5 (NIV, context for 29:7)

Reflection:
Sometimes we feel like we’re waiting for “real life” to start. We say, “I'll serve when things slow
down,” or “I'll get involved when I’'m in a better season.” But God’s instruction to His people in
exile was clear: Plant now. Build now. Live now. Even in a place that felt uncertain, they were
told to invest in it. You don’t have to wait for ideal conditions to live faithfully. Wherever you
are—even if it’s hard—God can still bring beauty through your roots.

I Story:

Renee moved to a new city after a difficult divorce. She planned to stay just a year—long
enough to regroup. But instead of retreating, she joined a local nonprofit and started tutoring
kids. “It wasn’t perfect,” she said, “but planting a little hope helped me heal, too.” Five years
later, she’s still there—still growing good things in an unexpected place.

» o Prayer:

Lord, help me stop waiting for “someday.” Show me how to plant where | am. Even when life
feels unsettled, help me live with purpose. Let me bless the place I’'m in—because You are
already there. Amen.

s « Day 7: More Than Enough

(] Scripture:
“You are the light of the world...”
—Matthew 5:14a (NIV)

Reflection:
It’s easy to believe that someone else shines brighter—that their gifts matter more. But Jesus
didn’t say some of you are the light of the world—He said you are. That includes you. Your light
may not be loud, but it is real. You don’t have to be perfect. You just have to be present. When



you show up with God’s Spirit inside you, you bring light. And sometimes, that’s all someone
needs to find their way again.

I Story:

Anita was always comparing herself to others at church—better speakers, better leaders. One
day, she overheard a young mom say, “l only came back because Anita smiled and remembered
my name.” That changed everything. Anita realized her light didn’t have to match anyone else’s.
It just had to shine in the way God made her.

» o Prayer:

God, thank You for making me light. | may not always feel like enough, but You say | am. Remind
me that my quiet presence still matters. Help me shine in the way You designed me to—
authentically, gently, and full of Your grace. Amen.



