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Daily Devotionals - October 13, 2024
A Heart of Compassion

Day 1: "Who Is My Neighbor?"

Scripture:

Luke 10:29 — "But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, 'And who is my neighbor?""
Reflection:

The lawyer in this story wasn’t asking an innocent question. He sought to limit his responsibility,
hoping Jesus would narrowly define “neighbor, “ excluding certain people. But Jesus doesn’t let
him off that easily. Instead, He redefines "neighbor" to encompass everyone, especially those in
need. Compassion doesn’t ask, “Who deserves my love?” It asks, “How can | love those around

me, no matter who they are?”

Story:

David always found it easy to help people in his community, friends, and church. But one day,
his teenage son came home with a new friend who was very different from the people David
usually spent time with. This boy came from a rough part of town, and David had heard rumors
about his troubled past. At first, David felt uncomfortable and wanted to keep his distance. But
after seeing how lonely the boy was, he invited him to dinner. Over time, David learned that the
boy’s life had been filled with hardships, and he realized that this was an opportunity to show
love and compassion. David’s willingness to step beyond his comfort zone allowed him to help a
young man who needed someone to care for.



Prayer:

Loving God, we confess that it’s easy to love those who are like us, those we feel comfortable
around. But You call us to a higher standard of love and compassion, extending our care to
everyone, especially those we find difficult or different. Help us to recognize that every person
we meet is our neighbor and that we are called to love without boundaries. Give us hearts that
seek to serve all, regardless of our preconceived notions. Amen.

Day 2: "Passing By or Stopping to Help?"
Scripture:

Luke 10:31-32 - "A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the
man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side."

Reflection:

The priest and Levite were respected religious leaders, and yet they chose to ignore the
suffering of the wounded man. Perhaps they were too busy or concerned about ritual purity,
but their decision to pass by reflects a lack of compassion. How often do we, too, pass by the
needs of others because our concerns or inconveniences consume us? Compassion isn’t
convenient, but it’s always necessary.

Story:

Samantha was walking through the park on her way to a meeting when she noticed a woman
struggling to push her stroller through the mud. She had a tight schedule to keep and hesitated
for a moment. The easy choice would be to keep walking, as she was already running late. But
something in her heart urged her to stop. Samantha approached the woman and offered to
help. Together, they lifted the stroller over the rugged terrain, and the woman thanked her
profusely. Later, Samantha realized that helping someone in need was far more important than
being on time. Compassion interrupted her day in a way that brought her closer to
understanding God’s heart for others.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, forgive us for the times we’ve been too focused on ourselves to stop and help
someone in need. Open our eyes to see the hurting people around us and give us the courage
to act, even when it’s inconvenient or uncomfortable. Remind us that genuine compassion often
comes at a cost, but that cost is always worth it in Your kingdom. Let us be Your hands and feet,
showing love to everyone we encounter. Amen.



Day 3: "Moved by Compassion"
Scripture:

Luke 10:33 — "But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw
him, he took pity on him."

Reflection:

The Samaritan considered an outsider by the Jews, was moved with compassion when he saw
the injured man. Compassion is more than just feeling sympathy; it’s a love that drives us to
action. The Samaritan didn’t hesitate; he saw a need and immediately responded, even though
it meant crossing cultural barriers and taking risks. This kind of compassion reflects the heart of
God, who moves toward us in our brokenness.

Story:

Tanya was new to her city and often felt out of place. One day, while waiting at a bus stop, she
saw an older man struggling with several heavy bags of groceries. People walked by without
offering help, and Tanya hesitated initially, unsure how to approach. But she remembered how
lonely she had felt when she arrived in the city and decided to step forward. “Can | help you
with those?” she asked. The man gratefully accepted, and as they walked together, he shared
that he had just lost his wife and was struggling to keep up with daily tasks. Tanya didn’t just
carry groceries that day—she held a part of his burden, showing him he wasn’t alone.

Prayer:

Jesus, You were moved with compassion for the hurting and broken. We ask that You give us the
same heart for those around us. Help us to see beyond our concerns and take action when we
see someone in need. Let our compassion reflect Your love, which crosses all boundaries and
barriers. Thank You for showing us genuine compassion through Your life and sacrifice. Amen.

Day 4: "Compassion Costs Something"
Scripture:

Luke 10:34-35 — "He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he
put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. The next day he
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said."

Reflection:

The Samaritan didn’t just offer a few kind words—he took real action, giving his own time,
resources, and energy. Compassion often comes at a cost. Showing love and care requires
sacrifice, whether it’s our time, money, or personal comfort. Are we willing to pay the fee to
help someone in need?



Story:

Jessica had saved up for months to take her family on a vacation. But just a week before their
trip, she learned that her coworker, Maria, had lost her home in a fire. Maria lived out of her car
with her two children and had nowhere to go. Without a second thought, Jessica offered her
vacation savings to help Maria secure temporary housing. It was a tough decision, and Jessica’s
family was disappointed, but she knew assisting Maria was more important. The look of relief
on Maria’s face reminded Jessica that sometimes compassion requires us to give up something
we value to meet the needs of others.

Prayer:

Lord, remind us that true compassion often comes with a cost. Help us to be willing to sacrifice
our time, resources, or comfort to show love to those in need. Give us hearts that are generous
and willing to give, knowing that whatever we sacrifice, we store treasures in heaven. Let us
never hesitate to give of ourselves as You have given so much for us. Amen.

Day 5: "Seeing Beyond Differences"
Scripture:

Luke 10:33 — "But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw
him, he took pity on him."

Reflection:

In the cultural context of the story, Samaritans and Jews were enemies. Yet the Samaritan didn’t
let this divide prevent him from showing compassion. True compassion sees beyond differences
in race, religion, or background. It recognizes that we are all children of God, and our shared
humanity calls us to love one another without prejudice.

Story:

In a small town divided by political tensions, two neighbors found themselves on opposite sides
of the argument. They rarely spoke, and when they did, it was often hostility. But one winter
morning, after a heavy snowfall, one of the neighbors, Brian, noticed that the other driver’s
driveway hadn’t been cleared. Without a word, he grabbed his shovel and cleared the path for
his neighbor. When the other man came outside and saw what Brian had done, he was taken
aback. This simple act of kindness broke the ice, and over time, the two began to talk,
discovering that they had more in common than they thought. Compassion broke down the
walls that politics had built.

Prayer:

God, help us to see past the differences that often divide us. Teach us to love as You love,
without prejudice or judgment. Open our eyes to see every person as Your beloved child,



worthy of compassion and care. Give us the strength to bridge the divides in our world through
acts of love and kindness, just as the Samaritan did. Amen.

Day 6: "The Ripple Effect of Compassion"
Scripture:

Luke 10:36-37 — "'Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into
the hands of robbers?' The expert in the law replied, 'The one who had mercy on him.' Jesus
told him, 'Go and do likewise.""

Reflection:

Compassion isn’t just an isolated event—it creates a ripple effect. We inspire others to do the
same when we act with love and mercy. Jesus calls us to “go and do likewise,” spreading
compassion in a way that multiplies, impacting more people than we could ever imagine. A
single act of kindness can change a life, a community, or even the world.

Story:

Rachel worked in a busy hospital where high stress and tempers often flared. One day, after a
particularly challenging shift, she bought coffee for the security guard at the entrance, who
always greeted her with a smile. The next day, the security guard surprised her with a flower,
thanking her for their kindness. Over the next few weeks, Rachel noticed that small acts of
kindness were popping up throughout the hospital —nurses helping each other out, patients
sharing words of encouragement. Compassion sparked a ripple effect, creating a warmer, more
caring environment for everyone.

Prayer:

Jesus, help us to remember that every act of compassion has the power to make a difference.
Teach us to live in a way that reflects Your love, inspiring others to show kindness and mercy.
May our actions ripple through our families, communities, and beyond, bringing Your light into a
world that desperately needs it. Let us go and do likewise, as You have commanded. Amen.

Day 7: "Go and Do Likewise"

Scripture:

Luke 10:37 — "Jesus told him, 'Go and do likewise.""
Reflection:

The parable's conclusion is a command: "Go and do likewise." Jesus calls us to feel compassion
and live it out in our daily lives. Making compassion a way of life is challenging, not just a one-
time event. Every day, we encounter opportunities to show love and mercy and are called to
respond with the same heart that Jesus shows us.



Story:

Mike had always been focused on his career and success, but something changed when he
heard a sermon on Good Samaritan. The message stayed with him, and he volunteered at a
local shelter. At first, it was just a few hours a week, but Mike was drawn deeper into the work
overtime. He began mentoring some young men who came through the shelter, helping them
find jobs and reconnect with their families. Mike realized his true calling wasn’t in climbing the
corporate ladder but in showing compassion to those who needed it most. His life was
transformed, and in turn, he helped transform the lives of others.

Prayer:

Lord, as we conclude this journey of reflection on compassion, we ask for Your help in living out
what we’ve learned. May our lives be marked by love, mercy, and kindness in everything we do.
Give us the courage to step out in faith, to "go and do likewise," as You have called us to do.
Help us to be Your hands and feet in the world, showing Your compassion to everyone we meet.
Thank You for the example You set for us in Your life and sacrifice. Amen.



