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Daily Devotionals - September 8, 2024

Trusting God in Times of Trial

Day 1: Understanding God's Perfect Will

Scripture:

Romans 12:2 (NIV)

"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will."

Reflection:

God's perfect will is His ultimate desire for our lives—a good, pleasing, and perfect plan. His will
is rooted in His nature, which is holy and loving. We understand His perfect will for us as we
align ourselves with Him.

Story:

Sarah always wanted to go into medicine, having dreamed of becoming a doctor since
childhood. She had everything mapped out, and after years of study and preparation, she was
ready to apply to medical school. But over time, she began to feel an unexpected stirring in her
heart toward ministry. Confused and resistant, Sarah ignored it at first, but the sense that God
was leading her in a different direction grew stronger. She struggled, torn between her dream
and what she felt was God's calling. After much prayer and seeking counsel from her pastor, she
realized that God had a different plan for her life—a plan that might not have been what she
had envisioned but was perfect in its timing and purpose. When Sarah finally surrendered to



God’s will and pursued ministry, she discovered a deep peace and fulfillment she hadn’t known
before. She realized that God's perfect will for her life was far greater than her plans.

Prayer:

Lord, | come before You, acknowledging that Your will is perfect, even when it differs from what
| want or expect. Help me trust You, knowing that Your ways are higher than mine. When facing
difficult decisions, give me the courage to seek Your will above my desires. Transform my heart
and mind so | may walk in alignment with Your perfect plan. Lead me in Your ways, O Lord, and
may Your excellent and pleasing be done in my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Day 2: God's Permissive Will

Scripture:

Romans 8:28 (NIV)

"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.”

Reflection:

God's permissive will allows human beings the freedom to make choices, even when those
choices are not aligned with His perfect will. He doesn’t force us to follow Him, yet He uses all
circumstances—even those that arise from our wrong choices—for our good and His glory.

Story:

Mike had always been financially reckless, living for the moment and rarely thinking about the
long-term consequences of his spending. Eventually, his poor choices caught up with him. After
years of spending beyond his means, Mike found himself deep in debt, stressed, and
overwhelmed. He prayed for God to help him, but he felt guilty, knowing that his predicament
was his own. Despite the financial strain, Mike slowly began to learn about stewardship through
a Christian financial course at his church. He realized that although God had allowed him to
make these poor decisions, He was using the situation to teach him about discipline, humility,
and reliance on God’s provision. Over time, Mike was able to pay off his debt, but more
importantly, he deepened his relationship with God and learned to trust Him as the ultimate
provider. Through the pain of his financial mistakes, Mike saw how God’s permissive will had
allowed him to grow in wisdom and faith.

Prayer:

Father, | thank You for Your grace and patience with me, even when | make mistakes and stray
from Your perfect will. Help me learn from my errors and trust that You are always working for
my good. | pray that You would use my circumstances—whether they arise from my choices or
the brokenness of the world—for Your glory. Teach me to rely on Your guidance and wisdom in
all areas of my life. Thank You for never abandoning me and bringing good out of every
situation. In Jesus' name, Amen.



Day 3: Surrendering to God's Will

Scripture:
Luke 22:42 (NIV)
"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done."

Reflection:

In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus gave us the perfect example of surrender. Though facing
immense suffering, He trusted the Father’s will, knowing that God’s plan would lead to salvation
for the world. We are called to follow Jesus’ example by submitting our will to God, trusting His
way is best.

Story:

When Lisa was diagnosed with a chronic illness, her world came crashing down. She had always
been healthy, full of energy, and active in her community, but now she faced a future of
uncertainty and pain. At first, Lisa prayed desperately for healing, asking God to take away her
suffering. As time went on, though, she realized that while God could heal her, He might be
asking her to walk through this season of pain. She began to pray differently, asking God for the
strength to endure and to trust His will, even if it meant living with her iliness. Over time, Lisa
found peace in her surrender to God’s will. Though her illness remained, she experienced God’s
presence in more profound ways and found new opportunities to minister to others who were
suffering. Lisa’s journey of surrender became a testimony of God’s faithfulness, as she learned
to trust that His will was good, even in the midst of her pain.

Prayer:

Lord, help me to surrender my desires and plans to You. Teach me to trust in Your wisdom, even
when | face suffering and trials. Just as Jesus submitted to Your will in the Garden of
Gethsemane, may | have the faith to say, “Not my will, but Yours be done.” Give me the strength
to endure difficult seasons, knowing that You are always with me and that Your plan is good.
Lead me to deeper trust in You, and let Your will be done in my life. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Day 4: God's Will and Human Free Will

Scripture:

Deuteronomy 30:19 (NIV)

"This day | call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that | have set before you life
and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live."

Reflection:
God gives us the freedom to choose. While He desires us to choose life, blessings, and



alignment with His perfect will, He respects our free will. This freedom is a profound expression
of His love for us, allowing us to grow in our relationship by choosing Him willingly.

Story:

David grew up in a family that didn’t follow God. As a young adult, he felt lost and experimented
with different spiritual paths, trying to find meaning. He dabbled in philosophies and practices
that only left him feeling empty. One day, a Christian friend invited him to a Bible study.
Reluctantly, David agreed to attend, not expecting much. Over time, as he heard about the love
and grace of God, he felt a stirring in his heart. He realized that God had been calling him all
along, offering him the choice of life and a relationship with Him. David decided to give his life
to Christ, finding the peace and purpose he had been searching for. He realized that while God
had given him the freedom to wander, He had gently guided him back to the truth.

Prayer:

Father, thank You for the gift of free will and for allowing me to choose You willingly. Help me to
make choices that align with Your will and lead to life. Guide me in the paths of righteousness
and draw me back to You when | stray. | pray for wisdom in my decisions, and | ask that You lead
me into a deeper relationship with You. May my life reflect Your love and grace. In Jesus' name,
Amen.

Day 5: Trusting in God's Timing

Scripture:
Ecclesiastes 3:11 (NIV)
"He has made everything beautiful in its time."

Reflection:

God'’s will operates according to His timing, which may not always align with ours. When life is
delayed or not moving according to plan, we must trust that God is at work behind the scenes,
making all things beautiful in His perfect time.

Story:

Rachel had always dreamed of starting a family. She and her husband tried to have children for
years, but nothing seemed to work. They visited doctors, tried treatments, and prayed
endlessly, but still, no child came. Rachel struggled with frustration, anger, and sadness,
wondering why God wasn’t answering her prayers. Yet, in the waiting, Rachel also drew closer
to God. She poured out her heart to Him and found peace in trusting His timing was perfect,
even if she couldn’t see it. After several years, Rachel and her husband felt led to pursue
adoption. When they held their adopted son in their arms, Rachel realized that God’s plan had
been more beautiful than she could have imagined. The wait had been painful, but God had
made everything beautiful in His time.



Prayer:

Lord, help me to trust in Your perfect timing. When | feel impatient or frustrated with delays,
remind me that You are at work, making everything beautiful. Give me the strength to wait on
You and to trust that Your plans for me are good. Teach me to rest in Your promises and to
surrender my timeline to Yours. Thank You for always being faithful and bringing beauty out of
every season of my life. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Day 6: God's Will and Suffering

Scripture:
2 Corinthians 12:9 (NIV)
"But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”"

Reflection:

Suffering is part of life, and while it may not always align with God’s perfect will, He permits it to
happen. However, God’s grace sustains us in our suffering, and His power is made evident in our
weakness. We can trust that God is with us through every trial.

Story:

John had always been a man of strong faith, but when his wife of 30 years passed away
unexpectedly, he felt as if his whole world had shattered. The grief was overwhelming, and John
guestioned everything he had believed about God’s goodness for a time. How could this be part
of God’s will? In the following months, John clung to his faith despite struggling with doubt.
Through prayer and the support of his church family, John began to experience God’s grace in
new ways. He realized that God was with him even in his deepest pain, offering comfort and
strength. While the pain of losing his wife never entirely went away, John found peace in
knowing that God’s grace was sufficient and that He would carry him through the rest of his life.

Prayer:

Father, in times of suffering, remind me that Your grace is enough. Help me trust that You are
with me, even in my weakness, and will carry me through every trial. When | feel overwhelmed
by pain, give me the strength to lean on You, knowing that Your power is made perfect in my
weakness. Thank You for Your constant presence and promise to never leave me. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

Day 7: Living in God's Will

Scripture:

Micah 6:8 (NIV)

"He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God."



Reflection:

God’s will for us is not always about grand gestures or significant life changes; it is often about
daily faithfulness. By acting justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with God, we align our lives
with His will and reflect His character to the world.

Story:

Jenny used to think that following God’s will meant doing big, life-changing things—becoming a
missionary, starting a ministry, or making a significant impact. But as she grew in her faith, she
began to see that God’s will was often found in the small, everyday acts of kindness and
faithfulness. As a teacher, she realized that God was calling her to show her students love and
mercy, be a light in her community, and walk humbly with Him each day. Whether helping a
struggling student, volunteering at her church, or simply being a good neighbor, Jenny found
that living out God’s will is not about doing extraordinary things but being faithful in the
ordinary.

Prayer:

Lord, help me to walk humbly with You each day. Teach me to live out Your will in both big and
small ways, reflecting Your love, justice, and mercy to those around me. Give me a heart that
seeks to act justly and to love mercy, as You have shown me. May my life reflect Your goodness,
and | walk in step with Your will daily. In Jesus' name, Amen.



