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Daily Devotionals — February 9, 2025

Called Crazy for Christ

Day 1: A Crowded House

Scripture: Mark 2:1-2 —"A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people
heard that he had come home. They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left,
not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them."

Reflection: Jesus' presence drew people in, filling the house to capacity. His words had power,
and people longed to hear Him. Are we making room to sit at Jesus’ feet and listen in our busy
lives?

Story: Maria felt overwhelmed with work and responsibilities, leaving little time for God. She
was constantly running from one task to another, feeling drained and distant from her faith. One
evening, after missing yet another small group meeting at church, she realized something had to
change. She decided to wake up 30 minutes earlier each morning to spend quiet time in scripture
and prayer. At first, it was difficult, but soon, she began to cherish these moments of stillness
with God. The peace and clarity she experienced helped her face the day with a renewed sense of
purpose. She learned that no matter how full life gets, prioritizing time with Jesus brings balance
and fulfillment.

Prayer: Lord, help me to prioritize time with You, even when life is full. Let me seek Your word
above all else. Remove distractions that keep me from hearing Your voice and create in me a
heart that longs to be in Your presence. Just as the people crowded into that house to listen to
You, let me press into Your word with the same eagerness. Open my heart and mind to receive
Your wisdom, and transform me through Your teaching. May my life be filled with the peace
that comes from dwelling in Your presence. Amen.

Day 2: Faith That Finds a Way

Scripture: Mark 2:3-4 — "Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of
them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the
roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on."

Reflection: These men didn’t let obstacles stop them. Their faith led them to take action,
removing barriers to bring their friend to Jesus. Do we have that kind of determined faith?



Story: Jake had a coworker named Mark who was going through a painful divorce. Mark had
lost hope, and his struggles with depression and anxiety had made him withdraw from friends
and family. Jake knew that Mark needed encouragement and a renewed faith in God, but Mark
declined every time he invited him to church. Instead of giving up, Jake consistently checked in
on Mark, sending him Bible verses and words of encouragement. Jake offered to pick Mark up
one Sunday and take him to a men’s breakfast at church. Mark hesitated but finally agreed. Over
time, through community and prayer, Mark found healing and hope in Christ. Like the friends in
Mark 2, Jake didn’t let obstacles keep him from leading his friend to Jesus.

Prayer: Lord, give me a faith that overcomes obstacles. Help me to bring others to You, no
matter the challenge. Strengthen my heart with persistence so that I don’t become discouraged
when | face resistance. Let me be bold in my witness, creative in my approach, and relentless in
my love for others. Help me to trust that You are working in their hearts even when | cannot see
it. Let my actions reflect my faith, and may | glorify You in all I do. Fill me with patience and
perseverance, and use me as an instrument of Your love. Amen.

Day 3: Jesus Sees Our Faith
Scripture: Mark 2:5 — "When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, 'Son, your sins
are forgiven.™

Reflection: Jesus saw the faith of the friends, not just the man's need. Our faith can impact those
around us. Are we demonstrating faith in ways that inspire others?

Story: When Lisa’s husband, Tom, lost his job, she remained steadfast in prayer. Instead of
letting financial worry consume them, she trusted God’s provision. She prayed with Tom each
night, reminding him that God was still in control. Tom struggled to believe at first, but over
time, he was moved by Lisa’s unwavering faith. He started joining her in prayer and reading
scripture. A few months later, Tom received a job offer that was even better than his previous
one. Looking back, he realized that the experience unexpectedly strengthened his faith. Lisa’s
trust in God had carried them both through the storm.

Prayer: Jesus, thank You for seeing my faith. May my trust in You be a testimony to others.
When | grow weary, remind me that my faith impacts beyond what I can see. Help me to stand
firm in trials and to be a source of encouragement to those around me. May my faith lead others
closer to You, just as the friends in this passage led their friend to Your healing presence. Lord,
help me to walk in faith, knowing that You see my heart and will reward those who diligently
seek You. Amen.

Day 4: The Greatest Healing

Scripture: Mark 2:6-7 — "Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to
themselves, "Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but
God alone?™

Reflection: Jesus knew that spiritual healing was more important than physical healing. He
addressed the man’s greatest need first—his sin. Are we seeking Christ for just our temporary
needs, or do we truly desire the deeper work of forgiveness and transformation?



Story: Kevin prayed for physical healing from an illness but realized that his greater struggle was
bitterness. As he asked for God’s help, he found peace beyond just physical wellness. For years,
Kevin harbored resentment toward his brother for a hurtful argument that had driven them apart.
One day, during his morning prayer, he felt a deep conviction to forgive. He reached out to his
brother, and they had an emotional reconciliation conversation. Kevin felt a burden lift from his
heart, realizing that true healing isn’t just physical and spiritual.

Prayer: Lord, I seek not just healing for my body, but restoration for my soul. Forgive me and
make me whole. Help me to let go of bitterness and unforgiveness. Teach me to embrace Your
grace and extend it to others. Open my heart to be changed, not just in what I ask for, but in how
I live. May my life reflect Your love and mercy. Thank You for Your healing power, both seen
and unseen. Amen.

Day 5: Rising in Faith
Scripture: Mark 2:10-11 — "'But | want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth
to forgive sins.' So he said to the man, 'l tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.™

Reflection: Jesus demonstrated His divine authority by healing the man. He calls us, too, to rise
up in faith, leaving behind what once held us down.

Story: Rachel had struggled with addiction for years. She had tried countless times to break free,
but each attempt seemed to fail. One evening, a friend invited her to a prayer meeting. She
initially resisted, feeling ashamed, but something inside her urged her to go. As she sat and
listened, she felt the love of God wash over her. That night, she surrendered her life to Christ.
She found the strength to seek help, join a support group, and lean on her faith. Today, Rachel
lives a transformed life, no longer bound by her past but walking in the freedom Jesus gave her.

Prayer: Jesus, help me to rise up in faith, leaving behind what holds me back. Give me the
courage to step into the life You have for me. When | feel weak, remind me that Your power is
made perfect in my weakness. Let me trust in Your authority and walk forward with confidence,
knowing that You have already made a way for my healing and restoration. Thank You for
lifting me up and setting me on the path to new life. Amen.

Day 6: The Crowd Was Amazed
Scripture: Mark 2:12 — "He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, 'We have never seen anything like this!""

Reflection: When God works in our lives, it is a testimony to others. Are we sharing what He has
done so others may also be amazed and give Him praise?

Story: Sarah shared her testimony at church about how God saved her marriage. She and her
husband had reached a breaking point, but through counseling, prayer, and a renewed
commitment to their faith, they found healing. As Sarah spoke, people in the congregation wiped
away tears, seeing the power of God’s redemption in her life. One couple approached her
afterward, sharing that they had been struggling and had lost hope. Inspired by Sarah’s story,



they decided to seek God together. Her testimony became a catalyst for others to believe in
God’s power to restore.

Prayer: Lord, may my life be a testimony of Your power, leading others to glorify You. Let me
not be silent about what You have done for me. Give me boldness to share my story, knowing
that my testimony can encourage and uplift others. May my life be a reflection of Your grace and
a light that draws others to Your love. | praise You for the miraculous ways You work in my life.
Amen.

Day 7: Who Will You Carry?
Scripture: Mark 2:3 — "Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of
them."”

Reflection: The paralyzed man could not reach Jesus on his own, but his friends carried him in
faith. Who in your life needs to be brought to Jesus? Are you willing to intercede for them?

Story: Tom felt led to pray daily for his neighbor, James, who was struggling with doubt and
pain from his past. Every morning, Tom lifted James up in prayer, asking God to soften his heart.
He also looked for ways to show kindness—helping with yard work, inviting him over for
coffee, and simply listening. After months of persistent love and prayer, James finally accepted
an invitation to church. There, he encountered God’s presence in a way he never had before.
Moved by the message and the love he saw in the congregation, James gave his life to Christ.
Tom rejoiced, knowing that carrying his friend in faith had made all the difference.

Prayer: Lord, show me who needs to be carried to You. Give me the faith and perseverance to
bring them to Your presence. Help me to be patient, knowing that You are working even when |
don’t see immediate results. Use me as a vessel of Your love, and let my actions be a reflection
of Your compassion. May | never give up on interceding for those who need You most. Thank
You for using me to bring others to You. Amen.



