Daily Devotionals — April 13, 2025

% Day 1: Sacred Spaces Matter to Jesus

(] Scripture: John 2:13-14
“When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts
He found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.”

Reflection:
Jesus didn’tignore the state of the temple—He addressed it. The temple was meant to be a place of
prayer, connection, and reverence, but it had become a place of distraction and self-interest.
Rather than walking away in disappointment, Jesus stepped in to restore what had been lost. He
cared enough to intervene.

Today, our hearts are His temple. And like the temple courts of old, they can get noisy, crowded, and
full of things that don’t belong. The beautiful truth? Jesus still enters our cluttered hearts—not to
condemn, but to cleanse. He loves you enough to want better for your soul.

[y Story:

Eli had been walking through a season of spiritual burnout. He was doing “all the right things”—
volunteering, attending church, checking off devotional boxes—but deep down, he felt numb. One
evening, while driving home, he sat in silence instead of listening to a podcast. In the stillness, he
heard a whisper in his heart: “I miss you.” He realized he’d been filling his spiritual life with activity
instead of intimacy. That night, he sat with God in prayer—not to perform, but to just be with Him. It
was the beginning of a new season.

s « Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for caring about the condition of my heart. Forgive me for the noise and
distractions I’'ve let in. | don’t want to just go through the motions—I| want to make space for Your
presence. Come into my heart like You entered the temple. Clear away what doesn’t belong, and
restore the sacredness of my relationship with You. Amen.



ﬂ Day 2: Jesus Isn’t Afraid to Confront the Clutter

[ Scripture:John 2:15
“So He made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; He
scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables.”

Reflection:
This isn’t the gentle image of Jesus many of us are used to—but it is just as full of love. Jesus didn’t
lash out in uncontrolled anger; He acted with intentional passion. He saw what was taking up
space in the temple and boldly removed what didn’t belong. He didn’t avoid conflict—He stepped
into it to protect what was holy.

Sometimes we ask Jesus into our lives but hope He won’t rearrange anything. But love doesn’t leave
things messy. If He’s flipping tables in your heart, it’s not punishment—it’s preparation. He’s
clearing space for peace, presence, and freedom.

I Story:

Maria had been feeling stuck in her walk with God. She had a strong faith, but there were habits she
held onto that dulled her spiritual focus—too much busyness, constant comparison on social
media, a tendency to say yes to everything. One day, after a particularly draining week, she satin
quiet prayer and felt God impress a simple question on her spirit: “What’s taking My place?” That
question led her to start clearing space in her schedule, creating new boundaries, and
rediscovering peace. Jesus hadn’t come to take things from her—He came to give her something
better.

+ « Prayer:

Jesus, You know me fully—every corner of my heart, every table I've set up that doesn’t belong.
Thank You for loving me enough to clear the clutter. | welcome Your rearranging grace. Teach me to
let go of what hinders me, and give me courage to let You reshape my life. Make room in me for what
truly matters. Amen.

% Day 3: The Passion Behind the Purpose

[ Scripture:John 2:17

“His disciples remembered that it is written: ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.”
Reflection:

Jesus wasn’t acting out of frustration—He was acting out of zeal. His deep passion for the

sacredness of God’s presence drove Him to action. He couldn’t stand by and watch worship be

diluted or distracted. His love burned too fiercely.



Sometimes we forget how passionately Jesus feels about us. You are His temple. And His love for
you is not passive—it’s consuming, purifying, refining. He doesn’t tolerate distractions in your life
because He longs for deeper connection with you.

[y Story:

David had grown up in the church, but it always felt like routine. During college, he stepped away
from faith. One night, out of nowhere, a friend invited him to a worship night. As music played, he
suddenly felt overwhelmed by emotion. Tears fell without warning. It wasn’t the music—it was the
presence of God. He later said, “It was like God had been chasing me, and I finally stopped
running.” That night, David realized how passionate Jesus really was about reaching him.

» « Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for loving me with passion and purpose. Let that same zeal consume my heart—
burn away the apathy, the distractions, the routines that dull my faith. Help me care about what You
care about. Make me someone who honors Your presence with all my heart. Amen.

% Day 4: The Danger of Almost Sacred

(] Scripture: John 2:16
“To those who sold doves He said, ‘Get these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a
market!””

Reflection:
The people selling animals weren’t doing something outrageous—they were doing something
convenient. They were facilitating sacrifice. The problem wasn’t just the action—it was the
attitude. They turned something sacred into something transactional.

It’s easy to slip into “almost sacred” habits—praying without presence, reading without reflection,
attending worship without awe. But Jesus invites us into full-hearted devotion, not spiritual
shortcuts.

Iy Story:

Laurel realized her devotional time had become just another item on her to-do list. One day, she
closed her Bible after her five-minute reading and whispered, “I’m sorry, Lord—I just rushed through
You.” That moment changed how she approached God. She started lighting a candle, setting aside
her phone, and lingering in prayer—even if it was short. “| stopped treating it like a task,” she said,
“and started treating it like time with someone | love.”

» o Prayer:

Lord, protect me from treating our relationship like a transaction. You’re not something to check
off—I want to meet You in the moments. Slow me down. Awaken reverence in me again. Restore my
hunger for real connection with You. Amen.



ﬂ Day 5: When the World Misunderstands

[ Scripture:John 2:18
“The Jews then responded to Him, ‘What sign can You show us to prove Your authority to do all
this?’”

Reflection:
When Jesus cleared the temple, the religious leaders demanded a sign. They didn’t understand His
heart—they just saw Him as a threat. But Jesus didn’t act to impress them. He acted out of
obedience to the Father.

You won’t always be understood when you follow Jesus. People may question your boundaries, your
decisions, your boldness. But obedience doesn’t require applause—it only requires faith. Jesus’
authority came from above, not from approval.

I Story:

Jordan felt convicted to take a break from social media and spend that time in prayer each day. Her
friends thought it was weird—even unnecessary. But over time, she began to hear God’s voice more
clearly. She journaled, worshiped in the quiet, and found clarity about her future. What others didn’t
understand became a turning point in her faith. She later said, “l didn’t need them to get it—I just
needed to obey.”

+ a Prayer:

Jesus, when You call me to follow You, help me not to seek the approval of others. Give me courage
to obey—even when it’s misunderstood. | trust that Your way is better. Let my faith be rooted in Your
authority, not in the world’s acceptance. Amen.

SN Day 6: The Temple Was Only the Beginning

[ Scripture:John 2:19
“Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and | will raise it again in three days.”

Reflection:
The temple was central to Jewish life. When Jesus said it would be destroyed and rebuilt in three
days, He wasn’t speaking about the building—He was speaking about His body, foreshadowing His
death and resurrection. He was telling them: “Something greater is coming.”

This is the heart of the gospel. Jesus is the new temple—our access to God. No more walls, no
more priests, no more barriers. Just Jesus. He is the meeting place between heaven and earth—and
through Him, we are invited into relationship, not ritual.



I Story:

Carmen used to feel like she needed to earn God’s attention—through performance, perfection, or
proving herself. But after hearing a sermon about Jesus as the true temple, it finally clicked: “/ don’t
have to strive to reach Him—He already came to me.” That truth brought her to tears. “It changed
everything,” she said. “l started living like | was already accepted.”

» « Prayer:

Jesus, thank You for becoming the place where | meet God. You broke down every barrier so | could
draw near. Help me live in the freedom of that truth today. | don’t have to earn Your love—I just have
to come. Amen.

& Day 7: You Are the Temple Now

[ Scripture: John 2:21-22

“But the temple He had spoken of was His body. After He was raised from the dead, His disciples

recalled what He had said. Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.”
Reflection:

After Jesus rose from the dead, everything changed. The temple was no longer a building—it was a

people. Now, through the Holy Spirit, we are the temple. You are the sacred space where God

dwells. You carry His presence. You are holy ground.

This truth should shape how we live. It’s not about perfection—it’s about presence. If He lives in
you, then everywhere you go becomes a space for prayer, peace, and purpose.

I Story:

Tasha used to feel like she could only experience God during worship on Sundays. But one morning,
while folding laundry, she began singing softly to the Lord—and felt His presence right there in the
room. She smiled through tears. “You’re here, even now.” That moment reminded her that she
carries God’s Spirit every day, not just in church.

» « Prayer:

Holy Spirit, thank You for living in me. Remind me today that | am Your dwelling place. Let my words,
my actions, and even the quiet moments reflect Your presence. Help me carry Your peace into
every space | enter. | am Yours. Amen.



